
 

421 students
(2020 student body)

36 Nationalities
48% Women  52% Men

103 leaders of change graduated in 2020

53% were women

A network of 2,547
graduates from

52 countries

90%+ of students come from developing countries

80%+ come from rural areas

EARTH in numbers

A Resilient EARTH



Funding Our Growth

2020 Financial Results for EARTH University
Careful stewardship of resources, along with growth in charitable gifts and commercial activities, are con-
tributing to a healthy financial picture that enables us to fulfill our mission.

Operational Budget 2020 Financial Results
(in thousands of US dollars)

Fund Sources
 Grants $9,054

Tuition paid by students $1,937
Other Income
(Commercial activities and other)

$1,392

EARTH Endowment $7,938
Total $20,322

Expenses
Salaries and benefits $14,521

Operating Expenses $5,278

Equipment $480

Contingencies $42
Total $20,322

How Our Budget is Financed 
(in percentage)

EARTH Endowment

 Grants

Tuition paid by students

Crops and other income

100%

39%

44%

10%

7%



From its headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, the EARTH University Foundation – a registered 501 (c)(3) public 
charity – provides vital funding for EARTH’s educational mission, programs and projects thanks to generous 
gifts from a global community of supporters.

Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2020

EARTH University Foundation

Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents $2,674,1 16

Pledge Receivable, net $2,833,015

Endowment and Other Investments $75,347,945

Other Assets $655,547

Total Assets $81,510,623

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities $576,919

Net Assets $80,933,704

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $81,510,623

Statement of Functional Expenses
Year Ended December 31, 2020

Fundraising

2020

Scholarships $0

Project and Program Expenses $0

Foundation Operations $707,507

Total Expenses $707,507

Programs

 $4,914,875

$2,323,875

$295,694

$7,534,444

$0

$0

$511,030

$511,030

 $4,914,875

$2,323,875

$1,514,231

$8,752,981

Administrative Total Expenses



We recognize and appreciate the generous support of the following donors whose gifts were received in 2020, with special thanks 
to those whose lifetime giving exceeds US$1 million. These individuals, businesses, foundations, governments and international 
organizations make our mission possible.

Lifetime Gifts > $1,000,000

Anonymous (2)

A.G. Leventis Foundation

Agencia Sueca de Cooperación Internacional

Banco BAC San José S.A.

Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo – Fondo Japonés

Jane and Dameron Black III

The Cummins Foundation

Fundación CRUSA

Fundación Simón I. Patiño

Instituto para la Formación y Aprovechamiento de Recursos 

Humanos

Kalsec, Inc.

Katherine John Murphy Foundation

Mastercard Foundation

Ministerio de Economía y Finanzas de Panamá

Moore Family Foundation

NORAD

Karin and Mark Ohrstrom

Onward & Upward Initiative: A Charitable Trust

Open Society Foundations

SENESCYT 

Denny† and Tim Solso

Standard Fruit Company

USAID-ASHA

U.S. Department of Energy

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

The Wege Foundation

WEM Foundation

Gifts received in 2020
$5,000,000-$9,999,999

Mastercard Foundation

$250,000-$999,999

Barbara and Ivor Freeman

Kalsec, Inc.

USAID-ASHA

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

The Walmart Foundation

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous (1)

A.G. Leventis Foundation

Banco de Desarrollo Rural S.A.

Anne H. Bass†

The Diana Davis Spencer Foundation

Five Together Foundation

Luiza Angélica Barata Russo and Ewaldo Mario Kuhlmann Russo 

Moore Family Foundation

Karin and Mark Ohrstrom

Charles R. O'Malley Charitable Lead Trust

Starbucks Corporation

The Wege Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
AGEARTH Ecuador# 
JSA Sustainable Wealth Management
Gerald A. and Karen A. Kolschowsky Foundation, Inc.

$25,000-$49,999

Anonymous (3)

The Americana Foundation

Claire Lewis Arnold and H. R. Arnold III

Banco Davivienda (Costa Rica) S.A.

Jean Blackwell and Kimberly Williams

The Butler Foundation

The Edward Colston Foundation Inc.

Duwest Inc.

Janet Haines

Jessie M. Harris and George Cunningham

Hoffman-Brouse Foundation

LB Foreningen

Lee and Peter Fund

Mark McGahan

Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling

Dr. Khan Nedd – WKKF Trustee Advised Fund

The Ohrstrom Foundation, Inc.

George L. Ohrstrom Jr. Foundation

Sally and Ken Ohrstrom

Patagonia Provisions

SSB Charitable Corporation

$15,000-$24,999

Anonymous (2)

Elyse and Joshua Arnow

Banco BAC San José S.A.

Jane and Dameron Black III

Marisa and Mark Brenninkmeyer

Laura Frey and Erico Gomes

Fundación Enlasa#

Programa Presidencial de Becas Honduras 20/20

The Trio Foundation of St. Louis

Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust

Jeannie Wright

$10,000-$14,999

Azucarera El Viejo

Kathleen S. Brooks Family Foundation, Inc.

Magalen Bryant†

Journey Charitable Foundation

Ann Kerr

Mammel Foundation

Osael Maroto Martínez#

Ministerio de Educación Superior, Ciencia y Tecnología - RD

Pontes de Arrpal, S.A.

The Sustainability Laboratory Inc.

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (1)

Auto Mercado S.A.

Janet Eastridge

Empresa Comercial del Pacífico S.A. (ECOPACIFIC)#

Frieda's Specialty Produce

Erika González-Akre and Thomas Akre

Emanuela and Ali Hedayat

The Isaf Family Foundation, Inc.

Alan Kelso

Susan and Richard Vander Veen III

$2,500-$4,999

Allan Acosta Castro#

Arturo Condo and Leonor Gutiérrez Fernández

Elma Goduto and Tim Conlon

Helene Harding and Patrick Briggs

Sharon Pauli

Jeanine and Guy Saperstein

U.S. Embassy - San José, Costa Rica

Faith Vruggink and Victor Sánchez

Rebecca Wood

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous(1)

Beca Oswaldo Guzmán (2018-2021)#

Micki and Michael Besancon

Kay Betts and John Sibley

Black Dog Foundation

Kathy and G. Niles Bolton

Bufete Alternativo S.A.

C.H. Robinson Worldwide

Jorge Campos Guzmán#

Kristina and Michael Caplin

Angélica Cocha Barros#

Wendy and Hugh Durden

Theresa Fulton and Steven Tanksley

Marco González Vargas#

Ricardo Guzmán Leonardo#

Christine and Jon Hoek

Bobbo Jetmundsen

F. Martin and Dorothy A. Johnson Family Fund

Gina and Rich Kelley

Patricia Loría Madrigal and Luis Chacón Menéndez

Louise and David Lutton

Juan Morales Arreaga#

Pat and Bobby Moser

Tracy Nájar González#

Marjory Newell

Annika and Will Paradise

Patricia Pérez Siemon and Ramón González Quirós

Edwin Pimentel#

Meridith Rentz and Dean Baker

Enrique Reyes Benavides#

Francis Reyes Laínez#

Fernando Saravia Timeus#

Sun Products International S.A.#

Karla Vargas and Gustavo Pinoargote#

Amy and Andrew Vaughn

Diana Wege

Margaret and Terry Wittenberg

Randi S. N. Yoder and Michael J. Henley

Our Donors

† Deceased
# Alumni

Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and
Technology of Belize
Katherine John Murphy Foundation

Tracey Robertson-Carter y Christopher Carter

Schnieders Family Foundation
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Tracy Nájar González#

Marjory Newell
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Our Donors

Thank you!

† Deceased
# Alumni



Our Boards and
Senior Leadership* 

EARTH University Board of Directors
Tim Solso, Chair
Alan Kelso, Vice Chair
Pedro León, Secretary
Alejandra Cobb
Ana Regina Aguirre de Riojas
Bobby Moser
Dele Olojede
Franklin Chang-Díaz
Francis Durman
Marisa Brenninkmeyer
Mark Brouse

Emeriti
Isabel Abreu
† Eduardo King Carr
† Glen Taggart
† Hernán Fonseca
† José Elías Sánchez
† Jorge Manuel Dengo O.
† Luis Alberto Monge
† Norman A. Brown
† Rodolfo Cortés R.
† Salvador Alemany

EARTH University Foundation Board of Trustees
Mark S. Brouse, Chair
Mark McGahan, Treasurer 
Erika González-Akre, Secretary
Adrienne Meisel
Andros Bracamontes#
Claire “Yum” Arnold 
Christopher Carter
Emanuela Hedayat
Gustavo Puente#
Ian Davidson
Jane C. Black
Mark Ohrstrom
Michael Besançon
Ross Arnold
Tracy Hoover

Emeriti
Samuel Kaymen
Charlotte S. Metcalf

EARTH University Board of Trustees
Alan Kelso, Chair
Alejandra Cobb
Francis Durman
Mark Brouse
Tim Solso

EARTH University Board of Ventures
Francis Durman, Chair
Adriana Echandi
Arturo Condo
Hernán Sáenz
Michael Besançon
Tanya Avellán

Executive Team
Arturo Condo, President 
Yanine Chan, Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs
Emily Fintel Kaiser, Acting Executive Director of EARTH Futures 
and Strategic Advisor to the President 
Meridith Rentz, Vice President of Global Development & 
Executive Director of the EARTH University Foundation 
Patricia Loría, Vice President of Finances
Paula Robert Kissling, Executive Director of the EARTH Trust
Ramón González, Vice President of Operations
Alexa Glo, Director of the President’s Office and Board Relations

 

www.earth.ac.cr
Visit us

EARTHUniversity

universidad-earth

u_earth

EARTH_Uni

Full report here

*at the end of 2020

† Deceased
# Alumni

https://www.linkedin.com/school/universidad-earth/
http://www.facebook.com/EARTHuniversity
https://www.instagram.com/u_earth/
http://www.twitter.com/EARTH_Uni



